To be confirmed at the next meeting
NORTH TURTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the meeting held on Monday 3 April 2023
at The Barlow, Edgworth
Present:
Councillor S Danks (in the Chair)

Councillors K Harrison, J Rowley, H Dowle, D Wild, D Appleby and J Rigby
Also present: 
J Smith (Clerk), A Pratt (Deputy Police & Crime Commissioner for Lancashire)  + 9 members of the public
Apologies:     
None
Prior to the meeting members of the public were given an opportunity to speak.  

Cllr Danks introduced Andy Pratt (DPCC) and asked if anybody had any questions they wanted to ask him.

Paul, Chair of CVRA, brought up the subject of vehicles speeding through Chapeltown, especially during the school run when parents are walking their children to & from school as there in some areas there are no pavements to walk on.  Andy replied that there are normally 3 areas to a safe road system – the state of the road; signage; and lighting of the road. He suggested working with the local schools around safe walking and BwDBC does have some equipment that can identify speeding drivers and suggested contacting Karen at BwDBC to see if they have got any data around numbers of vehicles using the road as that would be a starting point to identify what time of the day there is the most traffic.  Andy also advised that members of the public can send through photographs of dangerous drivers using an online form directly to the Police who have a team of dedicated officers looking through the photographs and can send out penalty notices for using a mobile phone or not wearing a seatbelt etc based on photographic evidence – 
Report speeding on: 
Speed Concern Submission. – Lancashire Road Safety Partnership (lancsroadsafety.co.uk)
Dash cam footage submission:  

Lancashire Constabulary - Op Snap Public Submission of Dashcam Footage FAQ's
One resident explained that he had been clocked twice by speed cameras – one on Haslingden Grane Road and one on the M60 – but both had been thrown out by the Magistrates Court as it was deemed the camera system was defective and he was asking why the cameras have not been fixed if they are defective. Andy explained that he couldn’t comment on the camera on the M60 as it was out of his jurisdiction, but he would look into the issue with the camera on Broadhead Road as it may need to be recalibrated.
One resident told Andy that their house had been burgled around Christmas last year and the burglars managed to get away because there is only one number plate recognition camera in the village so when they left they used the road that doesn’t have ANPR cameras.  She asked if there would be a chance of other ANPR cameras being installed in the village.   

Another member of the CVRA asked about the data collection and what kind of sample of data was needed to trigger a decision.  Andy suggested that if the data could show that up to 85% of drivers were driving within the speed limit etc that would be a good starting point and that the data was collected over a 2 week period, but not during the school holidays.  He advised the group that BwDBC does have equipment that can monitor this and he would be happy to come out, with Karen from BwDBC to do a site visit and discuss what they could do to help.
Cllr Danks mentioned that the Parish Council had already met with Andy prior to the Council meeting and had suggested arranging a Crime Prevention Day to be held at the Barlow and the public thought this would be a good idea.

As there were no other questions for Andy, Cllr Danks thanked him for attending and advised the public that they could leave if they wished to or they could stay for the remainder of the meeting.

2 residents spoke about the proposed planning application in Belmont (10/22/0928).  One resident lives in Springside Cottages and has concerns with the access road from the site to Belmont Road.  The planning application includes a Traffic Assessment report which was carried out last year but they feel that it does not give a true reflection of the access road from the site to Belmont Road which has 2 very bad bends and both residents know there have been crashes over the years.  They feel that there needs to be a safe system while the work is being done especially around lorries that will be using the road and once the work is completed there will be lots more cars on the road – an anticipation of up to an extra 300 possible cars.  The road is currently used by dog walkers as well as the current residents and as there is no pathway on the road the additional vehicles could cause accidents in the future.  They explained there has been no recent consultation with residents – the last one was over 11 years ago when the previous application was submitted.  Both residents also feel that more work needs to be done around the junction from Belmont Road as the junction up to Scout Road is just across Belmont Road and the speed limit on Belmont Road is currently 50mph which will not give vehicles a lot of time to get out from Mill Lane especially at peak times. They spoke about the possibility of reducing the speed limit to 30mph for 100yds in both directions at the junction. 
Cllr Danks checked with the residents whether they had any objections to the actual development and they confirmed that they did not – their concerns were all to do with traffic control.  The Parish Council agreed to support the residents concerns and would reply back to BwDBC accordingly.

Andy Tighe, Secretary to Barlow Board of Trustees spoke about the nominations from NTPC to the board that are due before their next AGM in May – the Council confirmed that this was an item on the agenda to be discussed later and thanked Andy for attending.

The owner of Hill Top Farm attended to update the Council since his previous attendance in January.  He explained that the kissing gates are now in place but one of his trees was chopped down and removed without his knowledge and he is currently in a dispute with the BwDBC over this.  He also wanted to ask the Council that now this right of way had been upgraded would the farmer whose field the right of way crosses be advised not to allow certain animals in the field to safeguard walkers using the path.
8082 
Minutes of the last meeting
Resolved:  That the minutes of the meeting held on 6 March 2023 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.
8083 
Matters Arising 
A reply has been received from BwDBC around the issue of the charges for green waste.
School transport consultation – Jake Berry MP has now got involved and it was mentioned in Parliament.  Cllr Harrison to draft a response to John Threlfall sharing the concerns of the Council and circulate to all Councillors.

8084
Updates

There had been some vandalism at the toilets in Belmont.  As a result the stones at the back of the building have been moved to the Memorial Garden, the netball post it to be removed by the Lengthsman and the window handle has been replaced by the caretaker, who has spoken to the Head at the local school to make them aware.
8085 
Declarations of Interest
Noted:  None

8086
Planning Applications
Resolved:  That the Parish Council submit comments (as below) on planning application 10/22/0928.
8087 
Planning Decisions
Noted: Blackburn with Darwen Council’s decisions on planning applications.
10/23/0145 had been approved by the Council but refused by BwDBC as “the proposed garage attached to the northern gable of the dwelling would fall outside of the defined curtilage (red edge) of the plot”.

8088
Accounts to Pay
Resolved: That cheque be signed to pay the following account:

The Barlow
Room hire Jan/Feb 2022
£  120.00

Cheques for the following accounts were signed 22 March:

Dave Rowley Landscapes 
Lengthsman March
£1466.66
P R Adams 
March salary 
£  380.20 

J Smith
March salary
£  947.09
HMRC
Income tax/NI Jan-Mar 2023
£1020.12
B H Dowle 
Plants – replacement cheque
£    14.00

St Peter’s Church
Room hire March meeting
£    50.00

8089
Nominations for Barlow Trustees

NTPC can appoint up to four members to the Board of Barlow Trustees but last year only appointed two.  NTPC had previously agreed a request from the Board to change the Constitution to allow it to co-opt trustees if NTPC did not make their four appointments. Although this suggestion had been rejected at the last AGM it was to be discussed again this year. NTPC agreed to this proposed Constitution change allowing the Board in future to appoint up to 4 trustees previously nominated by the Council.

8090
Correspondence 
Noted:  Correspondence received since the last meeting was read and noted including

· In the Know – Safer Lancashire Neighbourhoods Fund – agreed to meet    

outside of a formal meeting to discuss applying for funding
· E-mail from BRVA – dedication of Rosemary’s bench on Friday 7 April
· In the Know – Monthly update
· E-mail from BVRA re: strange incident alert in Belmont
· In the Know - £2m boost for Lancashire in Government ASB Action Plan
Appointment of Solicitor for sale of land at Gatehouse Lodge – agreed Clerk to contact Fieldings Porter to appoint them to act on behalf of the PC

Comments on Planning Applications Received by 30 March 2023

10/22/0928
Full Planning Application – engineering and remediation works to remodel the landform and the erection of 116 dwellings along with associated works and landscaping at the former Springside Works, off Belmont Road, Belmont

The Parish Council has no objection in principle to the development of this site, however the Council has the following concerns:

· no affordable housing 
· grave concerns around the traffic management of vehicles entering and exiting the site onto the A675 Belmont Road which has had a history of serious accidents including fatalities
· condition of Mill Lane will make it dangerous when used by lorries during construction
· concerns regarding pedestrian safety
Next Meeting  
               

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held on Monday 15 May 2023 starting at 6.00pm at Turton Tower.  This meeting will also include the 45th Annual Parish Meeting before the Annual Meeting and then the ordinary meeting and refreshments will be arranged between meetings.  The public and press are invited to attend and to listen.  
…………………………………………………
Signed - Chair 
The meeting closed at 8.00pm
